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Teaching Tips


JA Our Region®


Preparation Checklist

The Pre/Post Test is not required to be completed unless you are specifically asked by the JA Staff to do so.

· Thoroughly read your Guide for Volunteers & Teachers. Spend time planning your sessions and think about relevant stories you can share with students.
· Separate and organize all materials for your sessions into five separate folders, one for each session.
· Visit the online program resource center for additional tips and resources at http://jacencarolinas.wixsite.com/volrescen
· Obtain a class roster and fill out the certificates for the graduation on your final visit or print them using the blank template online. If you plan to bring something to hand out to the students, have the item “pre-approved” by the teacher. Many schools are peanut-free or have other food restrictions, see the safe candy list found online.
· Separate the Hot Dog Stand Game Pieces into 8 sets. Each set needs 1 die & 4 colored game pieces. (Session 3)
· Practice making 2-3 Problem-Solver Catchers. (Session 4)

Session 1: Am I an Entrepreneur?

Helpful Hints

· Consider discussing the My Traits Inventory Card together as a whole class. Discuss each trait and then have the students record their answer before moving onto the next trait.

· Familiarize yourself with the list of Entrepreneurs on page 10. The students may not be familiar with the entire list. Feel free to customize your list.

· Ask students to clear their desks and put everything away besides a pencil (or anything you may need them to use throughout the activities).

Personal Stories

Do you know an entrepreneur? Tell the students about that person. What traits do you have? What traits could you work on acquiring? How have you been able to learn from a mistake?

Potential Challenge

You will probably not have enough time to get through the entire list of entrepreneurs during the challenge poster activity. Feel free to pick and choose which entrepreneurs you highlight.

The Eraselets could become a distraction. Ask your teacher the best method of distribution.

Session 2: Regional Resources: Tools for Entrepreneurs

Helpful Hints

Do not break the students into small groups until after you have talked about natural, human, and capital resources, goods and services, and have had the opportunity to explain the Resource Card activity.

Before having the students start the activity, talk about what it means to “brainstorm”.

Personal Stories

Talk about the different regions in the school (i.e. cafeteria, library, administrative office, playground, etc.).

Potential Challenge

o Defining resources – Try to define resources by relating them to a local business like a swimming pool. Ask the students to describe what they do there and the natural, capital, and human resources used (water, food, slide, whistle, lifeguards, mechanics, etc.).

Session 3: Hot Dog Stand Game

Helpful Hints

Task 1 is to pay for the resources needed. Talk to the students about how entrepreneurs might get the start-up money needed to pay for these resources (savings, borrowing from friends/family, asking for donations, selling stock, investments, etc.).

Talk about why saving money is important even if you are making a profit. (In the next lesson, the students will be learning about problem-solving; which will illustrate why saving money is important in case something unexpected happens.)

To help students remember the difference between Expense and Revenue, write the following on the board:

o
Expense = Exit
(money “exiting” your pocket or cash register)

o
Revenue = Receive (money you receive or put into your pocket or cash register)

Personal Stories

Share a time when you either made or lost money in a business venture. Share examples of times you have tracked your expenses and revenues.

Potential Challenge

Most game boards have participants roll the dice and continue counting from where they previously landed. In this game, students start over counting at the beginning of each task. Before splitting the students into small groups, show a game board and demonstrate to the students how the game is played.


Session 4: Entrepreneurs Are Problem Solvers!

Helpful Hints

Emphasize the importance of saving money. Remind the students of activity three and talk about how even if they made a profit, it is still important to save money. In today’s lesson they will see how unexpected things may happen and why having money in savings would be important.

Students can use the portion of the Problem-Solver Catcher Instructions they tore off as a bookmark. They can use these instructions to make their own catcher at a later time. All they need is a square piece of paper!

Personal Stories

 
Share an example of a time when you have had to problem-solve.

Potential Challenge

Many fourth graders will be familiar with how to fold the paper catcher; however, some will struggle with the folding. Plan on this folding activity to take up to ten minutes for all the students to complete the process.

o Practice making two or three paper catchers before going into the classroom, so you feel confident with the process. (You can then trade your premade catchers with students who struggled with completing the
catcher or whose catcher did not turn out very well.)

o Have the teacher help you model each step of the process while standing in the front of the classroom. Wait until all the students are ready before moving to the next step.
o If short on time or to enhance the lesson, do not have the students individually make their problem-solver catcher. Instead, divide the students into six teams and use this adapted version of the activity and its content.
· Reference a pre-made problem-solver catcher as you discuss the following:
· State the problem: “Lemons-R-Us company truck breaks down. No lemon delivery this week.”
· State the possible solutions: 1) Change Advertising 2) Change Price 3) Change Supply
· Assign each group a topic to brainstorm: 1a) Risks of changing advertising
1b) Rewards of changing advertising 2a) Risks of changing price

2b) Rewards of changing price 3a) Risks of changing supply

3b) Rewards of changing supply

· Have students report back to the whole class.
· Have students determine a consensus as to which option they would choose.
· Work with the teacher to determine the best way to distribute problem-solver catchers so students may complete at a later time.

Session 5: My Region in the World

Helpful Hints

Don’t forget to keep one of the sticker sets for yourself to demonstrate how a “disaster” would affect the supply chain.

Consider having students brainstorm ways they could help the country with the disaster relief before giving them the product sticker.

Personal Stories

When starting the lesson, discuss the different ways your business receives the resources it needs to operate.

Potential Challenge

Some students may be confused as to how to best work together as a country. Consider having each group identify “travelers” who will go to the other countries, and “sellers” who will stay and sell their item to other groups.

Graduation

Make this time special. Call the students up one-at-a-time to receive their certificate and have other students provide applause. Teach them to shake your hand properly (no ‘limp fish’ or ‘super squeezers’) and to shake with the right hand while accepting the certificate with the left.

If you brought in an edible treat, ask the teacher if they can eat it right away. Also, allow time for them to finish the snack during the JA session time. Please make sure your treat is peanut-free, as this may be a school district policy.



Congratulations! You’ve Finished!

Please confirm that you have completed the class by filling out the form at the following link: https://www.juniorachievement.org/web/ja-carolinas/class-completion-form
